ANNUAL REPORT OF WORK IN SCHOOLS

April 2005 – March 2006.

What an exciting year!   While IDEAS members have always worked co-operatively and achieved much more than the sum of their parts, contributing towards a set of shared goals for the whole network gives a new sense of cohesion and a realisation of the huge amount of work going on across Scotland!  Otherwise known as the Global Education Strategy for Scotland, this initiative is part of a wider DfID-funded programme called ‘Enabling Effective Support’ for teachers.  So we are increasingly working with statutory bodies at a national level, as well as an increasing number of advisers and teachers locally to make sure the global dimension is on the agenda!  

This is the second year of a three-year programme of work for the One World Centre, feeding into the national strategy through promoting education for global citizenship in the areas of Dundee, Angus and Fife.  Along with the rest of IDEAS, we are in the process of updating and refining databases of contacts, resources and activities to enable better monitoring of progress.   

The strategy for year 2 was as follows, and reported on below:

1. Working with Quality Improvement Officers, staff tutors and teachers in Dundee to support the lesson plans for Environmental Studies 5-14 Social Subjects in terms of Continuing Professional Development (CPD) and resource provision.

The lesson plans supporting social subjects topics in Dundee are now being used in all schools.  These were devised by two seconded teachers working as staff tutors to update topics studied by incorporating global citizenship and race equality.  A number of development education resources were used to write the lesson plans, and key resources highlighted.  All primary schools have copies of three key resources (Global Citizenship Handbook (Oxfam), Chocolate Trade Game (Christian Aid) and Fairtrade in Action (The Fairtrade Foundation)) Most schools bought at least some of the other recommended resources, and many teachers visited the Centre individually for advice, and to borrow further resources.  Teachers preferred to do this rather than attend the three Twilight CPD sessions we advertised in the CPD calendar.

In addition, 13 classes requested a school visit to support the P7 ‘Global Citizen – A Fair World’ topic.  This usually took the form of playing the ‘Shopping Bag Game’ with a range of fairly traded products.  Different ways of evaluating classroom visits have been tried out, including comments on post-its by the children.  Whilst not a sustainable way of working, it does meet a need, shows how development education methodology works in the classroom, and gives teachers confidence in a topic with which they are not yet always fully familiar.  Teachers and pupils obviously value the input highly, and it has resulted in many schools holding coffee evenings/mornings for parents and fair trade stalls.  

2. Working locally with a steering group of key people towards the national Global Education Strategy (Enabling Effective Support programme.)

A number of meetings have taken place with citizenship and various advisers and established teacher networks in Dundee (Fife and Angus are covered separately below).  These have resulted in the following  activities:

· Active role in the Promoting Race Equality Group of Dundee City Council, particularly in the advice given to teachers regarding the Education Department’s Race Equality Policy and its implementation, and the support available from the One World Centre.

· An exhibition of poetry and artwork by two primary schools in the Central Library during Refugee Week (20th – 26th June)

· Three CPD sessions being offered on the CPD calendar in October, November (postponed due to lack of numbers)

· Presentation in January to the PT English Teacher Network on resource support

· Involvement in the Baldragon Cluster Citizenship Conference in March, run by Glasgow University Global Citizenship Unit

· Invitation to the RE Teacher Network Meeting, with potential for collaborative working

· An In-service afternoon for Menzieshill Nursery School – A Global Dimension in the Pre-school Years

3. Working strategically with relevant course leaders in Dundee University Faculty of Education, examining ways of embedding the global dimension into the B.Ed. and PGCE courses.

In June 2005, I was invited to take part in a meeting with the PGCE Review Team with regard to changes for the course starting in August 2006.  It was agreed an audit of the subject areas taught would be carried out to gain an overview of where in the course certain generic issues such as sustainable development and global citizenship were being taught.  This would make it easier to see what input from IDEAS would be of most benefit to staff and students.  

Lecturers also agreed to send a One World Centre resource information leaflet round all B. Ed. students, which resulted in a handful of enquiries over the year for support in certain topics.

Once again, with the help of Susan Jenkins from Montgomery DEC, we carried out six resource workshops for the PGCE students in August.  These were very well received - 34% gave the highest rating (extremely useful) and 58% the 2nd highest.  Twenty students joined the Centre, most of whom have since visited for advice on assignments and to borrow and /or order resources.

It was decided by the interim steering group that ITE work would NOT be part of the global education strategy because the funding and capacity in the network could not match the volume of work required in that area.  It was therefore agreed that separate funding from DfID would be applied for later this year, in consultation with the various ITE faculties across Scotland.

4. Exploring building networks of teachers in Fife and Angus to work strategically to incorporate the global dimension into schools in these areas.

I was invited to join the Fife Global Citizenship Network, and gave a short presentation in November on support available from the Centre, and some suggestions of specific ways they could develop their activities e.g. whole-school initiatives working towards Fairtrade status and Refugee Week work.  This group is also considering partnership links with Southern schools.  I gave a short presentation and resource display at the ’Book Bag Launch’ for the Bi-lingual Support & Traveller Education Department in January.  I have met several times with the adviser for values & citizenship to plan future CPD sessions, and have led seven sessions with pupils in Fife, mostly on children’s rights & responsibilities.

The staff tutor for citizenship in Angus has visited the Centre, and has promoted our resources and support to schools.  Last summer I led six sessions for pupils on children’s rights & responsibilities.  I am also working with two secondaries  which are aiming to integrate education for global citizenship across their schools.

I attended training days for the Enterprising Global Citizen project in Fife, Angus and Perth & Kinross to promote Scotdec’s  Global Approach pack, and offer further CPD and resource support.  Four CPD half days for Perth & Kinross have been arranged for later this year as a result of contacts made.  Enquiries from individual schools do also result from such presentations, sometimes months later!

5. Continuing an active role in the IDEAS network, particularly through the Schools Forum, and representing the One World Centre on any relevant local groups e.g. the Dundee Partnership for the Environment.

I have contributed to the work of IDEAS by being actively involved in the following:

· Schools Forum, which meets once a term

· Interim Steering Group for the global education strategy which meets once a month

· Sustainable Development Education Policy Network, which led a conference last June to mark the start of the UNESCO Decade of ESD in June and contributed to Scotland’s Sustainable Development Strategy

· Resource display and networking at the Scottish Association of Geography Teachers Conference in October

· Resource display and networking at the Young Co-ops national event in Dundee in June

· Planning meeting for the Good Practice (in school linking) Network Conference in February

Over the year, I have given a total of 6 presentations to groups of teachers; delivered 1 afternoon of CPD for 6 teachers; given targeted support to 21 primary teachers/student teachers and 2 groups of secondary school teachers; and carried out 26 classroom visits to schools.
 42 teachers/student teachers have borrowed 192 resources.

